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| The Bienor of LONDONs 
PASTORAL LETTER 


TO THE 


« * 
p 


5 P EOPLE of his Dioceſe ; 


By way of Caution againſt Luk EWARMNEsS 
on one Hand, and ExTHUSkLASNM on the other. 


* - 


HE three Letters which I addreſſed to you 
ſome Years ſince, related chiefly to Principle, 
and were deſigned to eſtabliſh you in a firm 

gBelief of the Chriſtian Revelation; againſt 
dan uncommon Diligence and Endeavour, at 

dat Time, to lead you into Infidelity. © 
CS At preſent, what I have to ſay to you, re- 
lates chiefly to Practice, and concerns thoſe 


.tween them. 
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Caution againſt Lux EWARMNESS. 
v Late cuarmneſi, T mean an Opinion and Perſwaſion, that 
if Men go to Church as others do, and give the common 


Attention to the Buſineſs of their Stations, and keep them- 


ſelves from Sins of a groſs and notorious Nature, and are no way 

hurtful or injurious to their Neighbours; they are as good Chri- 

ſtians as they need be. By theſe, they reckon their Salvation ſuffi- 

ciently provided for; without any Endeavour to grow better, and 

without examining their Hearts upon what Motives and Aims they 

act; „Whether the Evil they abſtain from, and, the {apod, they 

do, be owing to a Senſe of Duty to God, and a View to a future 

Reward in the next World, or only to the Fear of Man and the 

avoiding of Shame and Reproach in this: * Whether, in attend- 

ing to the Buſineſs of their Station, they act under a Senſe of Duty 
to God who has plac'd them in it, or have no higher Motive or 

Aim, ap the carrying on their ac Views: Whether they 

are, on all | 

are fearful to hurt them; and neither covet any Thing they enjoy, 
nor envy them the Enjoyment of it: Whether they find any 
Degree of Delight in attending the publick Worſhip of God, and 


enden vcur beforehand to put their Hearts into a proper Frame for 
Attention and Edification : „ Whether they ſatisfy themſelves, 


that they have a real Reliſb of Devotion, by praying in Privare, 
as well as in Publick; And, Whether at the ſame Time, that 
they abſtain from the Sins of a groſs and more heinous Nature 
ehemſetyes, they ſhew a ſerious Diſlike of them in others, and find 


an inward Concern at the Diſhonour that is done to God and his 


Laws. 4 


/ theſe Teſts, every one may judge of the Progreſs he has 


B 
3 in the Chriſtian Life; and if he find none of thoſe Things 
within him, but that he has hitherto contented himſelf with a 
bare bodily Attendance upon the publick Worſhip of God, and 
following his daily Employment on other Days, and with abſtain- 


ing from the more groſs and notorious Acts of Sin, and from doing 
any Hurt or Injury to his Neighbour, and has reſted finally upon 


theſe, as the hole that Chriſtianity requires of him; ſuch an one 
is to conclude himſelf to be as yet in a very imperfict State; or, 
in other Words, in the Number of the Lxteauarm. A State, that 
is the more dangerous to the Souls of Men, as it is uſually accom- 
panied with a Perſwaſion that they are as good as they need be, 


and, under that Perſwaſion, are not like to think of growing better. 4 


And there is the greater Danger of their being led to think too 
 fawourably of their Condition, in an Age which affords them ſo 


many Examples of open and #oforious Wickedneſs of all Kinds, 
and of a total Neglect of the Publick Worſhip of God; with 


| whom 


Qecafiohs, as ready to -belþ their Neighbours, as they 


b 
1 
o 


| (3] 
whom they are more willing to compare themſelves (thanki 
God, that they are not Ze other Men,) than with thoſe abort 
them, who have made a greater Proficiency in the Chriſtian Life 
than they have done. Whereas, in Truth, neither the one nor 
the other ought to be the Rule of judging of our ſpiritual Condi- 
tion. The only Rule of that Judgment is, the Holy Scripture 3 


and eſpecially the State of Chriſtianity, as laid down by Chriſt and 


Teſtament ; in which the Life of a Chriſtian, in every Part of it, 
is deſcribed in ſo plain and clear a Manner, that none who reſolve 


ta make it their Rule of judging, can poſſibly believe, that the 
lukewarm State as, deſcribed above, is that Meaſure of Goodneſs, 


, 


which the Chriſtian Religion requires. | 

And that none of you may reſt in that latenvarm State, but every 

one may N to proceed forward to a State that is truly religious. 
OVER ONS BORE: | 


b I, | That a perſonal Preſence in the Church, without Attention and 


Dewotion, is not an AZ of Religion, nor ſuch a Diſcharge of Duty as is 
at all pleafeng to. Ged. It is rather an Offence to him, and juſtly 
accounted an hypocritical Service, 2% draw nigh te him with yaur 
Lips, when your Heart is far from bim. On the contrary, the re- 


pairing to the Place of publick Worſhip out of a Senſe, of Duty, 
and Joining ſeriouſly with the Congregation in the Prayers and 


Praiſes of the Church, and attending carefully to the Inſtructions 
which are there. deliver'd, is not x the Performance of a Ser- 
vice acceptable to God, but moreover it imprints ape the Mind 
an habitual Senſe of Religion; and this, the more laſting, if it be 
kept alive, as it ought to be, by the Practice of Devotion in pri. 
ate. And doubt not, but a ſerious and 8 955 Attendance upon 
the Ordinances of God, will be bleſs'd by him with ſuch Supplies 
of Grace and Strength, as he ſees needful for you; tho' you are 
not ſenſible, at what Times, and in what Manner, they are con- 


vey' d. CCC 7 
2. That \the | bueral Stations in Life, together with the Duties be- 
bonging to them, are to be confidered as God's Appointment; and that a 


willing Acquieſcence in the Station wherein his Providence hath placed . 


you, and a diligent Attendance on the Duties belonging ta it as pointed 
by him, is in the ſtrickeſt Senſe THE SERVING oF Gop. This ts 
what the Scripture means, when it direQs the ſeveral Offices of 
Life to be performed as to the Lord and not unto Men, Col. 3. 23. 


ö x If the Work be done only to pleaſe Men, or from a Fear of their 


i , ! x 


Diſpleaſure, no Service is done to God, nor any Reward to be 
expected from him. But, on the other Hand, the doing it out of 
Regard to God, and in a dutiful Compliance with his Appoint- 
ment, is not only a great Support and Refreſhment to the Mind 


l under the moſt difficult and laborious Employ ments; but, Which 
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5s of far greater Moment, turns the moſt common Offices of . Lite 
into Acts of Religion. The Care that the Goſpel has taken, 


Ai. 7% z 11, 12. : 1 Tim. 5. 13. Epbeſ. 5. 22, 
&c. Colgſ. 3, 18, &c.) to inculcate the general Duty of Diligence iti 
our Stations, and to acquaint us with the particular Duties belong- 


ing to the chief Relations in Life, of Husband and Wife, of Pa- 
rents and Children, of Maſters and Servants, is a ſufficient Intima- 
tion to us, how great a Part of the Chriſtian Life conſiſts in a re-. 
gular and conſcientious Diſcharge of thoſe Duties. And how pleaſe- 
ing this is to God, we learn from St. Paul; who having particu- 
larly enumerated thoſe Relations, with the, Duties belonging to 
each, and commanded them to be done heartily, as to the Lord and 
nat unto Men, immediately adds, Knowing, that of the Lord ye Gall 
receive the Reward of the Inheritance, for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 
Ca 2. pw a IG ” 

3. That one main Deſign of God, in annexing particular Duties to 
the various Stations in this Life, is to make Trial of our Obedience in 


order ta another. We are now in a. State of . Probation 3 and the 


great Proofs of our Obedience to God, are, The purſuing the 
Buſineſs and Deſigns of this World under a due Subordination to his 
Laws, and Submiſſion to his Will: The enjoying the Bleſſings of 
Life, under a juſt Senſe of the Hand from which they come, and 
of the much greater Bleſſings he has in Store for good Men in 
another World: In a Word, The conducting all their worldly 
Affairs like thoſe who are ſenſible, that it is God who has appointed 
them the. Work, and that he will reward” their diligent Atten- 
dance upon it. But when any one confines his Views to this 
World, and lives as if he had no Dependance upon God in carty- 


o 


ing on his Deſigns, and conſiders not the Connection there is be- 
tween the Buſineſs of Life in this World and his Condition in ario- 
ther; we are not to wonder, that in ſuch an one, the Senſe of 
God and Religion wears off apace. [O79 Brew) $1 


4. That as this Life is a State of Probation, in which God is train. 


ing us up for another; be expects from us Improvements in Goodneſs 7 
all Kinds, and freſb Proofs, of Obedience to him, in Proportiam to the 
Time he allows us in this World, and the Opportunities he gives in the 


Courſe fit. The want of conſidering this, is, without doubt, one 


great Cauſe of Lukewarmneſs in Religion. When Men think 
they are good enough already, they have no Concern but to keep 
themſelves from growing worſe ; not being ſenſible of the imper- 
feet State they are in, nor conſidering that there is no ſuch Thing 
as a Stand in Religion. If they are not going forward, they are 
certainly going backward. And from hence ariſes the Duty of 

Self. Examination, and of comparing our Lives with the Rules of 
the Goſpel, to let us ſee the Truth of our Condition, whether we 
are going backward or forward; and, by ſhewing us our Failings 
and Imperfections, to excite us to watch and pray againſt them, 
and to enter into Reſolntions of better Iniprovement” for the Time 
: | | — 
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5.1 
to come; a Work, very proper at all Times, but more e ſpeci- 
ally when we are to renew our Covenant with God in the Holy 
Sacrament. | ff. 
. $5. That there are Sins of Omiſſion, as well as Sins of Commiſ- 
ſion. It is not enough, that you do no Hurt or Injury to your 
Neighbour, unleſs you be ready to take all proper Opportuni- 
ties of doing him Good. It is not enough, that you refrain from 
caſting unjuſt Cenſures s 2 him, unleſs you be ready to vindi- 
cate his good Name, when you hear him * unjuſtly. cenſured. by 
others. It is not enough, that you refrain from doing Diſho- 
nour to God, yourſelves, unleſs you ſhew a becoming Zeal to 
diſcountenance it in others. It is not enough, that a Magiſtrate, 
Parent or Maſter, be regular in their own Lives, unleſs they ex- 


- 


ert the Authority which God has given them, to puniſh and 


reſtrain Irregularities in thoſe, whom his Providence has put un- 
der their Power and Government. 'The Commiſſion of Sin is in 
its Nature more daring, and uſually attended with a greater De- 
gree of Guilt, than the Omiſſion of Duty. But ſince the Duties 
of Life are the Commands of the ſame God who forbids the 
Sins; it is ſtrange with what Indifference the Omiſſions of Duty 
are looked upon by lukewarm Chriſtians, and how little Senſe 
there is of the Guile of forgetting and neglecting them. | 

6. That the Rules and Meaſures of Duty, muſt be taken from the 
Word of God, and not from the Opinions of the World. Anger, Ma- 
lice, Envy, and other Qualities of the like Nature, pafs among 
Men for little more than Frailties and Infirmities ; but if you 
look into the New Teſtament, you will find them rank'd among 
Sins of the moſt heinous Nature, and moſt inconſiſtent with the 
Chriſtian Life ; and the contrary Duties of Love, and Meekneſs 
and Forgiveneſs, recommended and infiſted on, as eſſential to 
Chriſtianity. (Ephe/. 4. 31. Colef. 3. 8, 12. Gal. 5. 22, 23.) Nor 
is it leſs dangerous to truſt to the Opinion of the World, con- 
cerning the Goodneſs of your Actions, which depends not fo 
much upon the outward Appearance, as upon the inward Mo- 
tives and Principles upon which you act; and theſe can be 
known to none hut God and yourſelf. In either of theſe Caſes, 
if you take your Eſtimate from the Opinion of the World, you 
run the Hazard of being greatly deceived, and may reckon your 
Condition very good, when you are at beſt in a very imperfect 
and lukewarm Way. 3 5 | 

7. That the evil Thoughts and Intentions of the Heart, außen en- 
tertained, harboured, and approved there, have the ſame Guilt in 
the Account of God, as if they ere carried into Execution. He ſees 
every Motion of the Heaxt, and judges of Men by the Die- 


7 ions and Deſigns he finds there. If there be firſt a 4villing Mind, 


he accepts and rewards according to what @ Man hath, and nat 
according to what he hath not. So, by the ſame Rule, if there be 
2 Mind willing to ſin, and only a Want of Power or Opportu- 
b e od Eos es 


one Degree of Goodneſs to another, 


161 
nity to execute, he condemns and puniſhes, as if it were actually 
committed. 5 e TL BE WTh 
8. That the ftrictect Obſervance of one Pranch of Duty, "will not a. 
tane for the Neglect of another. True Religion conſiſts in a due 
Regard to every Branch of Duty, to be performed and attend- 


ed in their proper Seaſons. The Attendance upon the Buſineſs of 


Life will not excuſe the Neglect of God's Worſhip ; nor will 
the Attendance on God's Worſhip excuſe the Negle& of the Bu- 
ſineſs of Life. Much leſs will a Zeal in one Branch of Duty, 
which happens to be agreeable to our Inclinations, atone 'for a 
Negle& of other Branches to which our Natures are more averſe, 
Every Branch of Duty is equally commanded by God, and all, 
as ſuch, are equally binding; and our Obedience to him is 
chiefly ſhewn, in an Obſervance of thoſe Duties, to which cor- 
rupt Nature is averſe, and an Abſtinence from thoſe Sins to 
which it 1s inclined. And there is not a Miſtake, that is either 
more dangerous or more abſurd, than to flatter one's ſelf, that 
the 8 Diligence about ſome Duties, Which God has com- 
manded, will atone for the Enjoyment of Sins, which he has as 
expreſly forbidden. | pes 


You will obſerve without my telling you, that the Defign of 


what I have hitherto written, has been, To ſhew Lukewarm 
Chriſtians how imperfect a State they are in, and wherein the 
Imperfections of it conſiſt: To point out to them the ſeveral 
Miſtakes about Religion and the Duties of it, which are apt 


to lead Men into that State, and confirm them in it: To ſatisfy. 


thoſe who are engaged in the Cares and Buſineſs of the World, 


that they can never want Opportunities to ſerve God, and ap- 


prove themſelves to him, ſince a Religious State is ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with the ordinary Employments of Life, that 
a great Part of Religion conſiſts in a diligent and conſcientious At- 
tendance upon the Buſineſs of the Station in which Providence 
hath placed them: And finally, To excite them, ſo far as their 


Station and Condition will fairly admit, to a ſerious Uſe of ſuch 
other Offices and Exerciſes of Religion, publick and private, as 


tend to their ſpiritual Improvement, and to carry them on from 
Wy * the ſeveral Rules I have laid down, agreeably to the Senſe 
of Scripture, be ſeriouſly attended to, and the Courſe to which 
they direct, be enter'd upon, and purſued in Earneſt ; and they 
have no Reaſon to doubt, but that they are in the Number of 
thoſe who are God's Serwants, and live in his Fear, and are grow- 
ing up more and more into a Lowe of their Duty, and by Con- 
ſequence into a Love of God. Nor need they any other Evi- 
dence, beſides thoſe good Diſpo/irions they find in their Hearts, 
that the holy Spirit of God co-operates with their . honeſt En- 
deavous jto ſubdue Sin and grow in Goodneſs ; nor that-perſe- 


vering in their Courſe, and praying to God for his Aſſiſtance, » 


and 
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and relying upon the Merits of Chriſt for the Pardon of all ſuch 
Sins, Failings, and ImperfeQiohs,” as are, more or leſs, unavoid- 


able in this mortal State, they will be accepted and rewarded of 
God, atcording to the Degree and Meaſure of Goodneſs to which 
they have arrived in this Life. 2 5 
And as for thoſe, to whom God has given greater Degrees 
of Leiſure from the Buſineſs of Life, to attend to Reading, Prayer, 
and other Exerciſes and Offices of Religion; they muſt remem- 
ber, that he will expect from them greater Improvements 
in Purity and Goodneſs, ſuitable to the ſpecial Advantages and 
Opportunities which he beſtow'd upon them. And among thoſe 
may well be reckon'd, the. Proviſions made in theſe two great 


Cities for Daih Prayers in the Church; which are attended by 


many ſerious Chriſtians, to their great ſpiritual Benefit, and 


might be attended by many more, without Prejudice to Health, 


or Hindrance to Buſineſs. 
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Caution againſt ENTHUSIASM. 


meaning Chriſtians, are apt to be led, is EnTavuslasm, 

or a ſtrong Perſuaſion on the Mind, that they are guided 

in an extraordinary Manner, by immediate Inpulſes and Impre/ 
ſians of the Spirit of Cod. And this is owing chiefly to the 
Want of diſtinguiſhing aright between the ordinary and extraordi- 


TW HE other Extreme, into which ſome ſerious and well. 


_ nary Operations of the Holy Spirit. 


The extraordinary Operations were thoſe, by which the A- 


poſtles and others, who were entruſted with the firſt Propagation 


of the Goſpel, were enabled to work Miracles, and ſpeak with 
Tongues, in Teſtimony that their Miſſion and Doctrine were 
from God. But theſe have long ſince ceaſed; and the ordinary 
Gifts and Influences of the Spirit which ſtill continue, are con- 
vey'd in a different Manner, and for Ends and Uſes of a more 
private Nature; and, however real and certain in themſelves, 
are no otherwiſe diſcernible than by their Fruits and Effeds, as 
theſe appear in the Lives of Chriltians, 

No one, who reads the Nez Teſament, can poſſibly be igno- 
rant, that a Belief of the ordinary Influence of the Spirit of God, 


is a neceſſary Part of the Chrittian Faich. Regeneration, or a 


new Birth, as wrought by the Spirit, 1s that which every one re- 
ceives at his it Entrance into the Chriſtian Covenant. It is our 
Saviour's expreſs Declaration, That exc:pt a Man be born again of 
Mater and of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God; (John 3. 5.) and St. Paul, to the ſame Purpoſe, That accord- 
ing to his Mercy he faracth us, hy the <vaſhing of Regeneration, aud re- 

| FEE | | newing 


1 
— f the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. 3. 5. And the ſame Apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of our natural Corruptions, aids But ae are waſhed, but wwe 


are ſanfified, but wwe are juſtified, in the Name of our Lord Feſus, 


and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. And elſewhere, with 
regard ta the daily Converſation of a Chriſtian, he ſpeaks of our 
living in the Spirit, and walking in the Spirit, and bei r by 
the Spirit, and led by the Spirit, Gal. 15. 16, 25. _ I 4. 
as that by which we are enabled to proceed Ge eCfally i in our 
Chriſtian Courſe. And our Saviour encourages us to pray to God 
for his holy Spirit, by aſſuring us, that he is always moſt ready to 
give it to thoſe who ask, Luke 11. 14. 

After theſe and the like Declarations in the New Te amen; z ĩt is 


a ſtrange Suppoſition, that the Generality of Chriſtians are as 5er 
unapprized, either of the Truth and Reality of a Regeneration and 


New-birth, or of the Influence of the Holy Spirit in our Chriſtian 
Courſe. And no lefs range is it, to find any one who has attend- 
ed to the Book of Common Prayer, ſuggeſting, or liſtening to Sug- 
geſtions, as if the publick Service and Offices of our Church were 
wanting and defective in regard to thoſe Doctrines. 


As to the Poctrine of Regeneration and- a New-birth': In the 
Collect, on the Nativity of Chriſt, our Church prays thus: Grant 


that we being regenerate, and made thy Children by Adoption 
and Grace, may daily be renew'@ by thy holy Spirit.“ And this 
3s agreeable to the Language of our Liturgy, in the Form of Bap- 
tiſm. There we pray, That the Infant may receive Remiſſion 
of his Sins, by /þirizua/ Regeneration: That God will give him 
his hoy Spirit, that he may be born again, and be made an Heir 
of everlaſting Salvation; and we thank God for regenerating 

£ this Infant by his holy Spirit.“ On which Account, Baptiſm is 
| call'd ; in the Church-Catechiſm, a New-birth unto Righteouineſs ;* 


and in the Office of Confirmation, with Regard to that New-birth, 


we thank God for having regenerated the Perſons by Water and 
the Holy Ghoft. And they who think themſelves the moſt knowing 
in the Point of Regeneration and New-birth, will not be able to 
give a better Deſcription of it, than that which is given to their 
| Hands in our Church Catechiſm. There, under the Head of 
Baptifm,. after what relates to the outward viſible Sign or Form; 
the next Queſtion is, What is the inward and ſpiritual Grace? To 
Which, this is the Anſwer ; 4 Death unto Sin, and a New-birth unto 
Rivhreou 20%; for being by Nature born in Sin, and the Children of 
Wrath, we are hereby mads the Children of Grace. 5 

No leſs unjuſt would it be, to ſuggeſt that the Publick Service 
and Offices of our Church are in the leaſt regaidieſy of the G Ne 
and Graces of the holy Spirit. 

In the DAILY SERVICE, we pray to God to grant us 
true Repentance and his Holy Spirit to repleniſh the King 
with the Grace of: his — Shiri 
1 witk his / "mw Spirit? 


to fend down upon our Biſhops and 
& Curates, 


to endue the Royal Family 
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and evermore rejoice in his holy Comfort 
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+ Curates, and all Congregations committed to their Charge, . 


«© bealthful Spirit of his Grace—— That the Catholick Church may 


be guided and governed by his good Spirit ; and that the Fellow- 
+ ſhip of the Holy Ghoft may be ever with us. WP". 


| IntheL1Tany, we pray, That God will endue us with the 
Grace of his Holy Spirit, and that we may all bring forth he 


Fruits of the Spirit. 


In the ColLects, we pray, That God will grant us the true 
Circumciſion of the Spirit; that our Hearts and all our Members 
being mortified from all worldly and carnal Luſts, we may'in'all 
Things obey his bleſſed Will == That God will ſend his Hob 
Ghoſt, and pour into our Hearts the moſt excellent Gift of Cha- 
.rity—— That we may ever obey the godly Motions of the Spirit 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs —— + That by his holy Inſpira- 


tion we may think thoſe Things that be good, and by his merciful. 


guiding may perform the ſame —— * That God will not teaye 


us comfortleſs, but ſend to us his Holy Ghoſt to comfort us 
That by h:s Spirit we may have a right Judgment in all Things, 
That his ho! 
Spirit may in all Things direct and rule our Hearts That 
will cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpiration of his 
Hoy Spirit. 1 5 5 
In the Office for Co NYIRUAT ION, we pray for the Perſons 
to be confirm'd, That God will ſtrengthen them with the Hoy 


Shoſt the Comforter, and daily increaſe in them his manifold Gifts 


of Grace, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underftanding, the Spirit of 
Counſel and ghoſtly Strength, the Spirit of Knowledge and true 
Godlineſs; That he will fill them with the Spirit of his holy 
Fear and, That they may daily increaſe in his Holy Spirit 
more and more. 3 | Bb longs | 
To theſe I might add the numerous Inſtances throughout our 
Liturgy, of Prayer for Grace and Strength. For tho? the Spirit is 
not expreſly mentioned, it is ſufficiently underſtood, that the 
Church means by thoſe Expreſſions, the firitual Aids and Aſſiſt- 
ances by which ſincere Chriſtians are enabled to avoid and reſiſt 
Temptations, and to proceed ſucceſsfully in their ſpiritual Courſe. 
But the foregoing Initances in which the Sp3r3t is expreſly men- 
. tioned, as they are here ſet before you, in one View, will be ſuffi- 
cient to arm you againſt any Suggeſtions, as if our Church were 
regardleſs of the Doctrine of Regeneration and New: Birth, and of 
the Influences of the holy Spirit upon the Hearts of Chriſtians z and 
as if there were Need for any Member of it, to ſeek elſewhere 


for a more ſpiritual Service. 


Bor it js one. Thing to pray for the Spirit, and another Thing 
to pray by the Spirit. We are ſatisſied in general, that the Spirit 
of God aſſiſts us in our Endeavours to do what is good, and par- 
-ticularly in a due Performance df rciipions Offices z becauſe the 
e | OY Scripture 


71 9 
Scripture has in many Places aſſured us of it. But, that Prayer, 
whether of Miniſter or People, is the /ing/e Work of the Spirit, we 
dare not ſay, becauſe the Scripture has no where told us that it is. 
And tho' an acquired bility to pray upon all Occaſions, in publick 
or private, is not a Thing in its Nature impoſſible ; yet it is ſo 
rarely attained, to any Degree of Perfection, and oft-times ac- 
companied with ſo much Impropriety and Confuſion, that you 
have great Reaſon to be thankful to God for a publick Service 
| =, mg to your Hands, in which 'you find due Proviſion made 

or the ſpiritual and temporal Neceſſities of yourſelves and your 
Fellow Chriſtians ; beſides the very great Advantage of knowing 


beforehand, what the Things are, for which you are to join in 


Prayer. 9s . 
In like Manner, we are firmly perſuaded in general, that we 

live under the gracious Influence of the holy Spirit, and that he 

both excites and enables us to do Good. But that this or that 


Thought or Action is an Effect of the ſole Motion or immediate 


Impulſe of the Spirit without any Co-operation of our own Mind; 
or that the holy Spirit, and our natural Conceptions, do reſpec- 
tively contribute to this or that Thought or Action in ſuch a Mea- 
ſure, or to ſuch a Degree; theſe are Things we dare not ſay ; both 
becauſe our Saviour has told us, that we know no more of the 
Werkings of the Spirit, than we know. of the Wind, from whence 
it cometh, and whither it gocth, and becauſe we clearly ſee, that all 
Pretences to that Knowledge, unleſs accompanied with the proper 
Evidences of a divine Inſpiration, would open a Door to endleſs 
Enthuſtaſm and Deluſion. ; 


God forbid, that in this profane and degenerate Age, every 
Thing that has an Appearance of Piety and Devotion, ſhould not 
be conſidered in the moſt favourable Light that it is capable of. 
But at the ſame time, it is ſurely very proper that Men ſhould be 
called upon for ſome reaſonable Evidences of a divine Commiſſion. 
I. When they tell us of extraordinary Communications they have 

with God, and more than ordinary Aſſurances of a ſpecial Pre- 
ſence with them. 5 


This Day, I intended to ſtay on Board to write Letters, but 


God being pleaſed to /exv me it was not his Will, I went 


on Shore again. Mr. Whiteſield's Journal I. p. 3. 

Had much of the Preſence of God with me. id. p. 18. 

Had much of Ged with me to Day. Ibid. p. 28. 

I told the People that God call me, and I muſt away In- 
tended to preach at Fort Simons, &c. but, Lord, thou calle/? 
me elſewhere. Journal II. p. q. | | 


God having ſhewn both me and my Friends, that it was his 


Will 1 ſhould return for a while to England I preached 


my Farewel Sermon. Vid. p. 11. . 1 


«© aa 


II. 


H 


EY 


The Kingdom of God is within me. Journal III. 9. 4 


My Oppoſers, would they but ſpeak, cannot but confeſs that 


God is with me of a Truth. Bid. p. 18. 


See ye not, ye Oppoſers, how you prevail Nothing? Why do 
you not believe that it would not be thus, unleſs God was 


with me ? Ibid. p. 33. 

It is remarkable, that we have not ack a continued Profivee of 
God among us, as we have had ſince I Was threatened to be 
excommunicated. Jbid. p. 35. 


"Obſerving, Providence called me this Morning, I went with 


ſome Chriſtian Friends to Bath. Ibid. p. 37. 


Our Maſter being with us, I preached with Power. Ibid. p. 58. 
II. When they talk in the Loa of thoſe, who have a 


ſpecial and immediate Miſſon from God. 


Was ſoon convinced, that God has Jent me hither of a Truth. 


Journal I. p. 5. 
The Eternal Almighty I AM, hath fent me, and will, no o doubt, 
prote& me. Bid. p. 32. 


To preach the Go; me at n alſo ; for therefore am I ent. 


. Fournal II. 


Lord, thou 4 ft me elſewhere. id. p. 9. 


This I know ; what I have ſpoken from God, will come to 5. 
(lo, it will come) and then ſhall Scoffers and Deſpiſers know 
that a Minifter of Chrift hath been amongſt them. bid. p. 19. 

Lord, open thou their Eyes, that they may ſee Wat. this 15 thy 
Doing. Fournal III. p. 33. 

Now know I more and more, that the Lord calls me into the 
Fields; for no Houle or Street is able to contain Half the 
People that come to hear the Word. {bid. p. go. 

The Weather continued mighty fair, while I was delivering my 
Maſter's Meſſage. bid. p. 95. 

Nothing confirms me more in my Oden that God intends to 
4work a great Work upon the Earth, than to find how his Chile 
dren of all Denominations every where wreltle in Prayer for 

me. bid. p. 107. 


II. When they profeſs to think and at under the ned 


Guidance of a Divine Inſpiration. 


* 2 ſarewel Exhortation, as God gave me Daene Fo ur- 
nal I. p. 13. 

God affifted me to talk clearly of the New-birth and 23 
by Faith alone, with one that oppoſed it. Journal III. 5. 8 
The Spirit of Supplication increaſes in my Heart daily. Mid. p 6. 
I ſpoke wa the Demonfiration of the Spirit. Id. p. 13. 3 
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12 
Was filled with the Holy GH; which very much aaa 
my Body, and made my Feet like Harts Feet. Jour. III. p. 13. 
Expounded with ſuch Demon/tration of the Spirit, as I never 3 
with before. Bid. p. 14. 
God has given me a double Portion of his Spirit: indeed. 1b. 5.15. 


| T fear I ſhould quench the Spirit, did I not go on to ſpeak as he | 


gives me Utterance. Mid. 


5. 177. N 
God enabled me to ſpeak with ſuch irre/itible Power, that the _ 


Oppoſers were quite ſtruck: dumb and confounded. Bid. p. 4 
Felt the Spirit of God working in me mightily, 7bid. 


Finding myſelf ftrengthent d from above, I went and expounded. 
id. p. 40. 


Bleſſed be God, I find myſelf much refreſhed in Spirit, and a new 


Supply of Strength given me. Thus ſhall it be done to the 
Man, whom God delighteth to honour. bid. p. 41. 
Had extraordinary Power given me at the Society in Nichelas- 
Street. id p. 53. 


I believe few, if any, were able to reſiſt the Power wherewith 


God enabled me to ſpeak. Jhid. p. 108. 
My Heart was Tull 2 Cod, and I Male as one having n. 
Bid. 


IV. When they ſpeak of their Preaching and ating: and 
the Eftefts of them, as the on Work of a divine Power. © 


T had a great Hoarſeneſs upon me; but e e God 

| enabled me to ſpeak with Power. Icurnal I. p. 1 | 
God's holy Spirit ſeem'd to be moving on the Faces 2 ſome of 
the Souls in the Ship. p. 21. 

Was enabled to read Prayers and preach apith Power. Journ. II. 
P. 6, 8, 12, 15, 34. —— Journal III. p. 29,12, 44s 45, 40, 
47, 58, 76, 80, 88. 

God hath been pleaſed to ſet his Seal to my Miniſtry, in a Man- 

ner ] could not, I dar'd not, to expect in America. Sid p. 8. 

God will make his Power to be known in me. Tourn, III. p. 3. 

Preach'd and expounded with great Poxwer and Enlargement 
with great Poxwer and Demonſtration of the Spirit, Ibid. 

Was told, my Preaching was attended with uncommon Power, 
id. p. 16. 

God hath ſet his Seal to my Miniftry. Jbid. p. 19. 

1 expounded at the Sawoy. There, I think, I have com- 
monly had more Potver given me, than at any other Place. 
Tbid. p. 42. 

I think, I never ſpoke with greater Freedom and Poxver. Ib. p. 50. 

Had extraordinary og ver given me a. the 8 Society in Ni jeboles- 
1233 Ibid. p. 5 

Preacty'd with * r bid. p. FA. 7 

15 $ reracr dinary Fav. er at Poor bone als Afternoon, Bid 7 BE. 

reach's 


[a1 
PET" with ſuch Power and 720-9 er of the Spit, as 1 
8 r ſaw before. Journal III. p. 

The Word came with Power. Bid. p. 

The Word of God came with fuch Pore that all I believe 
were -pleaſingly ſurprized. Ibid. 

I believe few, if any, were able to "if the Abdi wherewith 
God enabled me to ſpeak. Hbid.-p.102. + 

At Kennington-Common we had extrao gef, Preſence of God a- 

mong us. Bid. p. 19. 

People were ſo melted down on "Every: Side, that the irate 
Scoffer muſt have ae: he 0 ae; was the "I of Cad. 
Did. ia 


1 V. When they boaſt of ſudden and fur rpriing Edle as ee 


by the Holy ' GO, in Conſequence « of their ph, 


| The Feng Ma- Convig lions were irong, and, as 4 1 


could find, ,A thorow Renovation N N in his Heart: 1. 7 
nal L. 5. 25. 
The 3 1 powerfully work'd upon y Hearers. Jour- 
F 
I expounded ent Sen 8 ; Where one young Woman 
Was lately a with the Holy Ghoſt. Bid. p. 2. 
Five Days a Woman travail'd and groan'd, being in Bondage. 
Lon Fuitay Evening, our Lord. got himſelf the Vietory; 
and, from that Moment, ſhe has been full of Love and Joy. 
It is to be obſerved, her Friends have accounted her mad 
theſe three Vears, and Ong have bled, bliſtered her, 
and what not. 151d. p. 43. 
We baye Reaſon to chinle, that four, within this Fortnight, 
have been $97: of God. Ibid. p. 43. 


Heard of one that had received the Holy Ghoſt, immediately upon 


my preaching Chriſt. bid. p. 72. 
Vis When they Claim che uit of P, 1 8 


This Tse; what I have ſpoken from God, evill come to 
* paſs. Journal II. p. 19. 

„ certainly wi// be a fulflling of thoſe Things, which God 
by his Spirit hath ſpoken unto-my Soul. Bid p. 35. 
Sed voi make his Power to be known in me. Journ. III. p. 3. 

And yet I all ſee greater Things than theſe. bid. p. 16. 
There are many Promiſes to be fulfilled in me, m_ Souls 40 be 
called, 15 Sufferings ta Je endured, before 1 go hence. 
W & with. ſeveral Chriſtian Friends with the kind Keeper 
of the Priſon, and rejoiced exceeding]y at the Thoughts, 


that we would, one * or other, ſing together in ſuch a 


Place 
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Place as Paul and Silas did. God prepare us for that Hour, 
for I Believe it wwill come. Tourna! Ul. p. 35. 
Yet a little while, and 2 ſuffering Time wil] come, I cannot 
- follow him now, but Il follow him afterwards. id. p. go 
Knowing not what will befall me; ſaving that the Holy Ghoſt 


ee eee aalen, md | 


Trials of all Kinds abide me. Bid. p. 11 3. nl 


VII. When they ſpeak of themſelves, in the Language, and * 


the Character, of Apoſtles of Chriſt, and even of G himſelf. 


To preach the Goſpel at Frederica alſo ; for therefore am I ſent. 
Fournal II. p. 7. 


It came to paſs, that when jeſus was returned, the People gladly | 


received him. Theſe laſt Words were remarkably 


preſs'd upon me, at Savannah, when I was conſulting God E 


Prayer, eg pee was his wall that I ſhould go to England. | 


Thid. | 

1 we "muſt be caſt — a certain Iſland. 95 the 
- Words are now fulfilled! id. p. 28. 

When I am wea4, then am I firong. Fournal — p. 3. 

We ſpeak what we do Hh, &. Bid. 

"| — o into every Place and City where 1 — been = 5 

for — am I ſent. Bid. p. 20. 

The Time will come, when they ſhall chruſt you out of their 
Fynagogues. Bid. p. 20. 


| Had another come in his own Name, him they would: have 


received. Bid. p. 29. 
I really believe no leſs than 20,000 were preſent. Peſt are 
the Eyes which ſee the Things which we fee. Bid. p. 5 
Mr. Weſley is left behind at Briſtol, to teach the Way of 'God 
more perfectly. bid. p. 65. 
The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every Place, that Labours, & c. 
abide me. 6:4. p. 113. 


VIII. When they profeſs to plant and propagate a new Caf, an 
unknown to the Generality of Miniſters and * in a Chri- 
ſtian Country. | ; 


At Card: 77 
mock'd, and ſhould have rejoiced if they would have accepted 
of him. Journal III. p. 47. 

I could have heartily wiſhed, all ſuch Scoffers had been preſent, 


that I might have offer'd them Salvation thro' Talus Chriſt. 
Tbid. þ. 50. 


I think, Wates is excellently well u prepared for, the 6 of 


Chriſt. Lid. 1 
There 


I offered TFeſus Chriſt freely: even to Ro who 
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| There i is a moſt comfortable Profpeſ of f. preading the Goſpel 
in Wales. TFournal III. p. 5 
Received News of the won erfal Progre(s of the Goſpel in 
' Yorkſhire, 12 the Miniſtry of my dear Brother Ingham. 
[bi 
” Upon lis Dep Departure, be good Lord ſend ſomebody amongſt 
them, 1 what his own right Hand hath planted. 
Did. 
Well 4 the Devil and bis Angels rage horribly 3 their 
Kingdom is in Danger. Lid. p. 61. 
Bleſſed be God, there is one coming after me, tur. Fohn 
© Wifhey] who, I hope, will cheriſh the Spark of divine Love 
new kindled in their Hearts. 157. p. 64. 
I was refreſhed by a great Packet of Letters, giving me an 
Account of the Succeſs of the Gofe/, in different Parts. 
d. 
A moſt comfortable Packet of Letters, viving me an Account 
of the Succeſs of the Goſpel. Did. p. 78. . 


If you ai, with what View, or fog what End, I have taken 
the Pains to extract the foregoing Paſſages, and to range them 
chus under the proper Heads; It is, that you may be able to 
make à judgment for yourſelves, whether Perſons who aſſume 
ſuch a Character and ſpeak in ſuch a Language, ought not to 

ive Proof of an extraordinary Commiſhon from God; and if 

they do not, whether the Part they act, and the Language they uſe, 
can be called by any other Name, than that of Enthuſiaſm ? 

If it be alledg'd in their Favour, That they are good Men, 
and mean well ; let the Anſwer be, That good and well-mean- 
ing Men do oft-times deceive both themſelves and others ; 'and in 
no Cafe ſo often, as in that of Religious Zeal and Tranfi 
And ſo far is a good Intention from taking off the Charge of En. 
thuſiaſm, that it is a neceſſary Ingredient in it ; the proper Dif- 
ference between an Enthuſiaſt and an [mpoſtor being this 3. that 
the firſt is deceived himſelf, and, as long as he enjoys his own 
Thoughts, and modeſtly keeps within the Rules of Peace and 
Order, is to be pitied ; but the Second intends to deceive 
others, and is, therefore, in every Shape, to be abhorred and 


deteſted. 


But there is one Thing in their Conduct, which it is hard to 
reconcile to fair and ingenuous Dealing; and that is, their en- 


| —— to juſtify their own extraordinary Methods of teach- 


ing, by caſting unworthy Reflections upon the Parochial Clergy, 
as deficient in the Diſcharge of their Duty, and not inſtructing 
their People i in the true Doctrines of Chriſtianity, * 


It is moſt notorious, that for the moralizing Iniquity of the 


2 the Land mourns. We have preached and relieved 


many 
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many ſincere Perſons out of our Communion. I have now 
converſed with ſeveral of the beſt of all Denominations: 
Many of them ſolemnly proteſt, that they went from the 
Church, . becauſe they. could not find Food for their Souls; 


they ſtay'd among us, 'till they were fſtarv'd out. I know, 


tis Declaration will expoſe me to the III-will, not of all 
my Brethren, but of all my indolent, earthfy-minded, . 
taking Brethren. But was I not to ſpeak, the very. Stones 
would cry out againſt them. Speak therefore I muſt, and 
will, and will not ſpare. God look to the Event. What- 
ever becomes of the Paſtors who feed themſelves, and not 


the Flock, I have born my Teſtimony, I have deliver'd 


my own Soul, Journ. III. p. 


- Speaking of the Clergy who oppoſe their Methods: Bid. p. 74. 


„ What their real Reaſon is, whether Envy, or Maſter in ſo 
doing thou reproacheſt us, or ought elſe, ſhall one Day be 


manifeſted to Men and Angels. 1 5 
J perceive, People would be every where willing to hear, 
if the Miniſters were ready to teach the Truth, as it is in 

Jeſus. bid. p. 19. 5 5 1 


\. This is a heavy Charge; and as it falls little ſhort of that of 
our Saviour , againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, ſo is it deliyered 
with little leſs Authority. But I hope it is very far from the 
Truth; and if it be. meant (as it ſeems to be) of the Genera- 


lity of the Clergy of the Church of England, as preaching Mo- | 


rality, and not Chriſtianity, it is impoſhble for the Perſon who 
lays the Charge, to know whether it is true or not. And 
therefore it ought, at leaſt, to have been laid with greater De- 
grees of Caution and Reſtriction; and as it is not, one hardly 
knows what Name to give it. To call it a raſh Cenſure, is 
by far too gentle. 3 3 N 

The Succeſs of Miniſters in the Diſcharge of their Duty, de- 
pends greatly upon the Eſtcem and good Opinion of their Peo- 
ple ; and they who go about to repreſent the Parochial Clergy 
as unable or unwilling to teach their People aright, are ſo far 
anſwerable for defeating the good Effects that their Miniſtry 
might otherwiſe have. Unleſs they be weak enough to think, 
that Jtinerant Preaching to confus'd Multitudes, is a“ more 
effectual Way to preſerve Religion among us, than. Parochial 
Eſtabliſhments and a ſettled Miniſtry. At the fame Time that 


People profeſs a greater Zeal for Religion than their Neigh- 


bours, they ſhould take Care not to indul ge the mſelves in 


ſuch Liberties, as evidently tend to weaken and undermine that 
which, under God, is the national Support of it. I hope 


N know 1 mote and more, that the Lord calls me inta the Fields, 
for na Houſe or Street is able to contain half the People that come to hear 
the Word. 9 8 


ow | | * ; [ 17 ] 


s: |} T hope, the People of this Dioceſe have no Cauſe to complain 


31 that they are not duly inſtructed in the Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
4 by their own proper Miniſters. Among the printed Dire&ions 


ll which I gave at my firſt coming to the See, and which have 
been put into the Hands of every Incumbent fince, this, upon 
the Head of Preaching, is one; FS 13 58 

3 I It muſt be always remembred, in the firſt Place, that we 

ad are Chriſtian Preachers, and not barely Preachers of Morality. 
at For tho it is true, that one End of Chriſt's Coming, was to 
d correct the falſe Gloſſes and Interpretations of the moral Law, 
and, in Conſequence thereof, one End of his inſtituting a Mi- 
niſtry muſt be, to prevent the Return of thoſe Abuſes, by 

24. keeping up in the Minds of Men a true Notion of natural Re- 
% « ligion, a juſt Senſe of their Obligations ro the Perform- 
be . ance of moral Duties; yet, it is alſo true, that the main End 
of his coming, was to eſtabliſh a new Covenant, with Man- 


dar- kind, founded upon new Terms and new Promiſes 3 to ſhew us 
m ga new Way of obtaining Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Reconciliation 
10 God, and eternal Happineſs; and to preſcribe Rules of greater 
K Purity and Holineſs, by way of Preparation for greater De- 
tot MF grees of Happineſs and Glory. Theſe (that is the ſeveral 
red Branches of what we may call the Mediatorial Scheme, with 
the the ſeveral Duties annexed to and reſulting from each Branch) 
eta. are, without doubt, the main Ingredients of the Goſpel State; 
wo « thoſe, by which Chriſtianity" ſtands diſtinguiſhed from all other 


id Religions, and Chriſtians are raiſed to far higher Hopes, and 
1 far greater Degrees of Purity and Perfection. In which Views, 


it would ſeem ſtrange, if a Chriſtian Preacher were to dwell 


rdly only upon ſuch Duties as are common to Fews, Heathens, - 
Fs and Chriſtians ; and were not more eſpecially obliged to dwell, 
la on and inculcate thoſe Principles and DoQrines, which are 
de- the diſtinguiſhing Excellencies of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
Peo- by the Knowledge and Practice of which, more eſpecially, every 
25, Chriſtian is intitled to the Bleflings and Privileges of the 
> far Goſpel Covenant. 2 | | 
ſtr * The Thing, therefore, which I would recommend to young 
ink, Preachers, is, to avoid both the Extremes, by ordering the 
mors Choice of their Subjects in ſuch a Manner, that each of thoſe 
chial Heads may have its proper Share, and their Hearers be duly” 
that inſtructed upon both. Only, with theſe Cautions in Relation 
eigh- to moral Subjects, That, upon all ſuch Occaſions, Juſtice be 
nl done at the ſame Time to Chrifianity, by taking ſpecial No- 
that tice of the Improvements which it has made in every Branch 
hope of the moral Scheme, and warning their Hearers not to reſt 
i in the Righteouſneſs of a moral Heathen, but to aſpire to 
* Chriſtian Perfection; and, in the next Place, that all moral 


Diſcourſes be enriched by Examples and Illuſtrations from 
Scripture ; which beſides it's being more familiar to the ear 
| 8 5 | © ; - « ple 
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© ple than other Writings, has in it ſuch a noble Plainneſs and 
Simplicity, as far ſurpaſſes all the Beauties and Elegancies 
© that are ſo much admired in Heathen Authors. To which, 
give me Leave to add a third Obſervation, with Regard to 
© the Doctrine and Duties peculiarly belonging to the Chri. 

« flian Scheme or the new Covenant, That the true Way to 
< ſecure to theſe - their proper Share, is the ſetting apart ſome 
© certain Seaſons of the Year for Catechetical Diſcourſes, whe- 
ther in the Way of expounding, or preaching ; which being 


< carried on regularly, though at different Times, according to \ 


< the Order and Method of the Church Catechi/m, will lead the 
« Miniſter, as by a Thread, to the great and fundamental 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith; oO not only to explain 
them to the People, but to lay out the particular Duties which 
< more immediately flow from each Head, together with the 
Encouragements to the Performance of them: That ſo, Prin- 
* ciple and Practice may go Hand in Hand, as they do through- 
© out the whole Chriſtian Scheme ; and as they certainly ought 

to do, throughout the preaching of every Chriſtian Miniſter. 

This was my Judgment then, and is ſo ftill ; and I ſee no 
Reaſon to alter it, if it be granted, as it neceſſarily muſt, that 
Morality is an ential Part of the Chriſtian Religion, and that 
the * Mediatorial Scheme comprehends all the diſtinguifhing 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as ſuch ; of which, ſurely, the Holy 
Spirit, with the Influences thereof, is one. | 

But I hope, when your Miniſters preach to you the Doctrine 


of Regeneration, or being born again of the. Spirit, as laid down in : 


the New-Teſtament; they do not tell you that it auß be in- 
flantaneous, and inwardly felt, at the very Time; both, becauſe 


there is no ſuch Thing revealed to us by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, : 
who lay down the Doctrine in general Terms; and becauſe Ex- 
perience ſhews us, that the Renovation of the Heart and Life is 
effected by Degrees, and diſcovers itſelf, more and more, in a Ha- 


tred of Sin, and in a gradual Progreſs and Improvement in thoſe 


Graces, which the Kerpen declares to beds Pa, of the 


Spirit. 


5 hope, when they diſſuade bad Men from a Security in ſin- 3 
ning and a groundleſs Preſumption upon the Mercy of God; they 


alſo endeavour to preſerve good Men from Deſpair ; by teach- 
ing them to make a Judgment of their ſpiritual Condition, (or, 

in other Words, whether they be in a State of Salvation, or not) 
from the preſent Diſpoſition of their Hearts, and the Tenour 


Dis includes the whole Work of our Redemption by Chriſt ; the 


Several Branches of which, as laid down in the New Teftament, haue 
been ſet before the People of my Dioceſe at one View, in my Second 
Paſtoral Letter; particularly, the taus Doctrines of our Fuſlification | 


2 Faith is Chriſt, and of our Sanifcation by the Holy Spirit, 
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of known Learning and Judgment. 
| Helps, they pretend to derive their Knowledge from immediate 


very great Preſumption ; to ſay no worſe. 


WS 1 
of their Lives, and the Inprovements they make in Grace and Good - 
neſs ; and not from any ſudden and extraordinary Influences and 
Impulſes. W | : a 

I hope, that when your Miniſters preach to you of Fu/tification 
Faith alone, which is aſſerted in the ſtrongeſt Manner * by our 
hurch ; they explain it in ſuch a Manner, as to leave no doubt 
upon your Minds, whether good Works are a neceſſary Condition 
of your being juſtified in the Sight of God. 
I hope, that in expounding to you any Text or Portion of Scrip- 
ture, they do it in the known Methods of Comparing Scripture 


with Scripture, and by juſt and regular Reaſonings upon it, and, 


where Need is, by having Recourſe to the Expoſitions of Writers 
But if, laying aſide theſe 


Inſpiration, they deceive both themſelves and you. The ſetting 
up for a publick Expounder of Scripture, without a competent 
Share of acquired Knowledge and Ability for- the Work, is a 
And therefore it was a 
wiſe Rule among the Religious Societies at their firſt Inſtitution, © To 
uſe ſuch Expofitors in reading the Scripture at their Evening Meet- 
ings, as were recommended to them by their Miniſters F. 

T hope, laſtly, that in their Preaching they frequently inculcate 
upon you the indiſpenſible Obligation you are under, to lead ſober 
and regular Lives, and to be diligent in the Buſineſs of your ſeveral 
Stations, out of a Senſe of Duty to God whoſe Providence has 
placed you in them ; and to take Care, that all who are in any 
Reſpe& put under your Government, be inſtrufted in their Duty, 
and kept to the Practice of it, particularly in a regular and religious 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day. The Duties which we owe to 
God, our Neighbour, and ourſelves, and the ſeveral Motiwes and 
Obligations to the Performance of them, afford a large Field for 


Diſcourſes from the Pulpit ; and if a ſerious Diſcourſe upon any of 


thoſe Heads, fail of its due Effect, and leave not ſome good Im- 


+ preflions upon the Mind, it is the Fault of the Hearer, and not 


of the Preacher; and to ſuch Hearers it is very little material, 
what the Subject is. | e 
| C 2 This 


* AR r. XI. Ve are accounted righteous before God, only for the 
Merit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our 
own Works or Deſervings. | | 
+ As all Controverſial Points are forbidden, by their Orders, to be 
meddled with in their Conferences ( becauſe they only deſign to promote 
practical Holineſs, by their aſſembling together; ) ſo in reading of thoſe 
practical Portions of Holy Scripture, to which their Orders direct them, 


they have Recourſe to Dr. Hammond's-Expoſition, or ſome other Author 


recommended by their Miniſters. Wordward's Account of the Religious 
Societies, Chap. 7. | 


1 20] 


This then, together with a frequent Explanation of the Dac- 
Fines peculiar to Chriſtianity, as enforc'd above, is true Chriſtian 


Preaching ; ſuch as will always deſerve your ſerious Attention, 


and, at the ſame Time, engage your ſincere Eſteem and Reſpect 
for your Miniſter. And if you deſire to be more fully inſtructed 
upon any particular Head of Doctrine or Duty, which, you think, 
Has not been ſo treated of in publick, as to come up to your 
Caſe; you may have Recourſe to your Miniſter for further In- 
ſtructions in private. And for a further Help, there are not 
wanting good Books upon moſt Subjects, which, may be ufe- 
fully read at home, either by yourſelf, or, which is better, with 
your Family. And it is alſo to be remembered, that the In- 
ſtruction you receive at Church, is not from the Pu{p:t only. You 
Have the Holy Scriptures read to you; and the Prayers them- 
ſelves, from Beginning to End, are ſo many Leſſons of Duty; as 
they put you in Mind to /abour after all thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings 
and Attainments which you pray for. | 5 

The great Preſervative of Religion, and of Order and Regu- 
farity in che Exerciſe of it, is, the Proviſion that is made for the 
Performance of publick Offices by Perſons lawfully appointed, 


within particular Bounds and Diſtricts; and if theſe be broken 
down, nothing can follow but Diſorder and Confuſion. This 


Nation, in the Time of our Forefathers, had ſufficient Experience 
of the Miſchief and Contempt that may be brought upon Reli- 
gion, by inſpired Tongues and itching Ears; When the Holy 
Spirit was alledged, to /an2ify the greateſt Extravagancies and the 
moſt ridiculous Fancies ; When the moſt ordinary Actions and 
Incidents of Life, were aſcribed to the Influences of the ſame Spi- 
rit; When the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone was 
carried into an utter Excluſion of the Neceſſity of good Works, 


and, under that Notion, grew to be the Diſtinguiſhing Mark of a 


whole * Set; and, When the Bounds of Order and Diſcipline 


were broken down, and the ſettled Miniſteries and Offices of the 


Church depreciated and brought into Contempt, as Diſpenſations 
of a low and leſs ſpiritual Nature. 

The aiming at high Flights in Religion, and depreciating the 
ordinary Methods of maintaining and propagating it, looks ſpeci- 
ouſly, and will never want Admirers and Followers. But ſurely, 
an Endeavour to raiſe Religion to greater Heights, and greater 
Abſtractions from common Life, than Chriſt and his Apoſtles made 


and deſigned it, is attended with miſchievous Conſequences ; from 
what Principle ſoever it proceeds, or with what Degrees of Zeal 


ſoever it may be accompanied. Some it draws from their proper 
Buſineſs which God has required them to attend, and heats them 
by Degrees into a kind of religious Frenzy, and ſeldom fails to 


lead them into ſpiritual Pride, and an inward Contempt of the 


Generality of their Fellow Chriſtians, as of a /ow Size in Religion, 
5 x compared 
* Antinomians. | 
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Lom pared with themſelves. And others are naturally led by it, 


to think it impoſſible for them to attain thoſe Heights in which 


Religion is made to conſiſt, and ſo to give over all Thoughts of 
being Religious at all. With this latter View it was, that a zea - 
lous Advocate for Infidelity, ſome Years ſince, made it his Buſineſs 


to repreſent Chriſtianity, and the Duties of it, as of ſuch an exalted - 
Nature, as might diſcourage the Generality of People from aiming 


at it, or thinking of it; in order to perſuade them to take the 
ſame free and unreſtrained Enjoyment of this World, that he him- 
ſelf was known to do. Whereas nothing is more certain, than 
that the Chriſtian Religion is calculated for common Life, for Low 
as well as High, for Poor as well as Rich; and, that (as I ob- 
ſeryed before) one great Part of the Exerciſe of Religion, is an 
honeſt and diligent Diſcharge of the Buſineſs of our ſeveral Sta- 
tions-; out of a Senſe of Duty to God who has placed us in them, 
and in the Hope of a future State of Happineſs which he has pro- 
miſed as the Reward of our dutiful Compliance with his Appoint- 
ment. If it were otherwiſe, Chriſt would have introduced into 
the World a new Religion no Ways ſuited to the general Situa- 
tion and Circumſtances of Mankind, and have required ſuch a 
Courſe of Duty, as the greateſt Part of them are in no Condition - 
t .:... ---; a vg E | | 


''TrzRE is a remarkable Paſſage in a late Journal, which ſeems / 
to carry in it a great deal of that Kind of Diſcouragement, which I 
haye been ſpeaking of. It is, Word for Word, as follows: 

' © I write this, to ſhew how far a Man may go, and yet know 
nothing of Jeſus Chriſt. Behold here was one * who conſtantly 
attended on the Means of Grace, exact in his Morals, humane 
and courteous in his Converſation, who gave much in Alms, was 
frequent in private Duties; and yet, till about ſix Weeks ago, as 
deſtitute of any ſaving experimental Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
* thoſe on whom his Name was never called, and who Kill fit” in 


* Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death. Journal III. g. $1, 82. 


How it could be, that a profeſſed Chriſtian, who conftantly at- 


tended the Means of Grace, and was frequent in private Duties, did, 
all that while, know nothing of Feſus Chriſt, is beyond my Com- 
prehenſion. And I am as much at a Loſs to underſtand, what 
was that ſawing experimental Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt, for want 
of which he could only be reckoned among Heathens and Þnfidels. 
We ought alſo to have been acquainted with the Circumſtances of 
the ſudden Illumination, by which that Knowledge is ſuppoſed to 
have been conveyed 3 to enable us to judge to what Cau/e or In- 
uence it ought to be aſcribed. There is no Doubt, but God, 
when he pleaſes, can work upon the Minds of Men by extraordi- 
nary Influences; but ſo long as there is no Teft:mony of their being 
the Immediate Work of God, but the whole reſts, in this and 


other 
* Mr. Seward, | 
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other like Caſes, upon the Imagination and Perſuaſion of the 
Perſon or Perſons concerned: Others who cannot ſee the Heart, 
nor the inward Operations upon it, muſt be excuſed, if they con- 
nder it as Exthufiaſm and Delufion, till they ſee reaſonable Grounds 
for conſidering it in any other Light. 

This Caſe may ſeem to bear ſome Reſemblance. to the Conver- 
fion of Cornelius as recorded in the Acts of the Apoſtles, (44s x. 
44. —— x1. 15.) but differs from it in three important Points; 
the Firſt, ar] we are very certain, becauſe the Scripture has ex- 
preſly told us, that the whole Affair of conveying the Knowled 
of Jeſus Chriſt to Cornelius, was ordered and carried on, under t e 
immediate Direction and Guidance of God; the Second, that the 
Perſon whoſe Miniſtry God was pleaſed to make uſe of, was 
St. Peter, an Apoſtle of Chriſt, and whoſe divine Miſſion and In- 
ſpiration were both unqueſtionable ; ; and the Third, that the Con- 
veyance of the Holy Ghoſt was teſtified by an outward and ſenſible 
Evidence, namely, the Gift of Tongues. | 


Tazss are Things which I thought proper to be laid before 
you at this Time, as well in Diſcharge of my own Duty, as out of 
a hearty Concern for your Safety in the great Affair of your Souls. 
And as I doubt not but you will conſider them with all the Atten- 
tion and Impartiality, which Matters of that great Importance de- 
ſerve, ſo I ſhall not fail to make it my earneſt Prayer to God, 
that he will be graciouſly pleas'd to preſerve you from all Error, 
and particularly, from the two dangerous Extremes, of Luke- 
warmneſ; on one Hand, and Entbuſiaſm on the other. To. * 
t and Direction I commend you, and remain | 
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NEED make no Apology for troubling your 
your Lordſhip with this.—— As your Lordſhip 
was pleaſed to make me the chief Subject Mat- 
ter of your lat Paſtoral, Letter, I think it my 
Duty to anſwer it in the beſt Manner I can. 


have taken in Watching over the Souls of thoſe, who are com- 
mitted to your Lordſhip's Charge. Lukewarmneſs and Enthu- 
ſiaſm are the two Rocks, againſt'which even well-meaning People 


are in Danger of ſplitting. All ought to be thankful to that 


Pilot, who will teach them to ſteer a ſafe and middle Courſe 


I would gladly hope, that, a Zeal for Gad in the Diſcharge of your 


Duty, and a hearty Concern for the 2 of Souls, moved your Lord- 
ſhip to write. Theſe are the Principles, I truſt; which now 
NOI! 9 C4 excite 
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excite me, to direct this Anſwer to your Lordſhip. And, 
bleſſed be God, that I can write with ſomewhat of that Love and 
Meekneſs, which becomes a Diſciple of *F /us Chriſi, and with all 
that Humility and Reverence, which is due from a Prefbyter to a 
Biſhop of the Church of Gad. VVV 
Lukewarmneſs and Enthuſiaſm, my Lord, are certainly the 
Bane of true Chriſtianity. I thank your Lordſhip again for 
your kind Cautions againſt them. The only Query is, Whether 
there was any Occaſion for your Lordſhip's warning the People 
of your Dioceſe, againſt running into either of theſe Extremes, 
© upon Account of any thing I have either ſpoken or'wrate ?” So 
Your Lordſhip thinks there was; Your Lordſhip quotes Paſſages 
out of my Journal to prove it; if it can be proved, I will ask 
blick Pardon, both of your Lordſhip and them, with all my 


cart. 2 8 3 : | 8 

As for your Lordſhip's Cautions againſt Lukewarmneſs, I am 
not much concerned in them. You.do not ſeem to point at me 
in particular; unleſs it is, where your Lordſhip informs your 
People, That a diligent Attendance on the Duties of the Station 
aubefein Providence has placed them, is, in the ffricteſt Seng, the 
« ferwing God. None but thoſe who condemn Me unheard, 
can juſtly charge Me with affirming to the contrary. | 


However, I beg Leave. to obſerve, that your Lordſhip calls 
that a very 7mperfe# State of Chriſtianity, which is no State of 


that Chriſt Feſus is in you, except ye be Reprobates ? 80 
that, according to St. Paul's Rule, © He that finds, he has hitherto 
© contented himſelf with a bare bodily Attendance' upon the Pub- 
«© lick Worſhip of God, and following his daily Employment on 
other Days, and with abſtaining from the more groſs/and noto- 
* rious AGs of Sin, and from doing any Hurt or Injury to his 
« Neighbour, and has reſted finally upon theſe as the Whole of 
© that Chriſtianity requires of him) is ſo far from being in a 
very imperfe State, as your Lordſhip is pleaſed to affirm, that he 
is in no State of Chriſtianity at All No, My Lord, he is a 
. Reprobate,. i. e. one who at. preſent is out of a State of Salvation, 
nor can he ever have any Aſſurance that he is in a State of Sal- 
vation, till he Knows that Feſus Chriſt is in Him, by the indwel- 
ling of His Holy Spirit. If I have miſtaken your Lordſhip's Ex- 
preſſion, I will freely beg your Lordſhip's Pardon 
Another Thing, my Lord, to me, ſeems darkly expreſſed; (Oh 
let not your Lordſhip be angry, for indeed I will endeavour to 
ſpeak with all Gentleneſs and Humility !) Your Lordſhip's Words | 
are theſęſ . Nor need they any other Evidence beſides _= | | 
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+ Good Diſpoſitions they find in their Hearts, that the Holy Spirit of 
Cd co-operates with their honeſt Endeavours to ſubdue Sin and 


© grow in Goodneſs. 


If by Good Difpeſttions, your Lordſhip 


only means Good Inclinations or Deſires, I deny That to be a ſuffi- 


cient Eyidence, that the Spirit of God co-operates with their honeſt 
'Endeavours -to ſubdue Sin and grow in Goodneſs. For there is a 


great Difference between Geod Deſires and Good Habits . Many 
have Oze, who never attain to the Other —— Many have good 
Deſires to ſubdue Sin, and yet, reſting in thoſe good Deſires, Sia 


has always had Dominion over them. — A Perſon ſick of a Fever 
may defire to be in Health, but that Deſire is not Health itſelf----- 
In like Manner many have good Diſpoſitions or Deſires to be 


Good, but That is not Goodneſs itſelf. And conſequently . 


Men need, more Evidence than good Diſpoſitions, to prove to 
Themſelves or Others, That the Holy Spirit of God co-operates 
with their honeſt Endeavours to ſubdue Sin. If by good Di 
tions, your Lordſhip means Good Habits wrought in the Heart 
by the Spirit of God, ſuch as Peace, Love, Joy, Long-ſuffering, 
Goodnels,. Truth, Sc. I-then agree a Man needs no other Evi- 
dence —— For theſe are the proper and genuine Fruits of the 
Spirit itſelf. 80 eie; 


. —— 
. 


Vour Lordſhip immediately adds, Nor that, perſevering in 


their Courſe, and praying to God for his Aſſiſtan oe, and relying 
upon the Merits of Chr:/t for the Pardon of all Such Sins, Fail- 
© ings, and Imperfections, as are more or leſs unavoidable in this 
mortal State I beg Leave to ask your Lordſhip, whether 


this does not ſavour too much of the common Divinity, wiz. 


That we are to do ſomething for ourſelves ; or, in other Words, 
that we have partly a Righteouſneſs of our own, and that Jeff 
Chriſt is to make UP the Deficiencies of That Righteouineſs ? 
What elſe can your Lordſhip mean, by ſaying, That we muſt rely 
on the Merits of Chriſt, for the Pardon of all Such Sins as are 
more or leſs unavoidable in this mortal State? Did Feſus Chri 

come into the World, My Lord, 'enly to fave us from the Guilt 
of ſuch Sins, as are more or leſs unavoidable in this mortal State? 
The Scriptures every where affirm, That Man hath no Righte- 


XX ouſneſ; of his own, ' That here is none righieous, mo not one: That 


all our Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags; and that Jeſus Chriſt died not 
only to ſave us from the Guilt of all j Sins, Failings, and In- 
firnuties, as are more or leſs unavoidable in this mortal State, but 
from all wilful Sins, and alſo from that original Corruption, which 


every Man naturally engender'd of the Offspring of Adam brings 


into the World with him hope, I have not miſunderſtood or 
overſtrained your Lordſhip's Expreſſion. 


TI come now to your Lordſhip's Caution againſt  Enthuftaſm. 
For that I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip intended more particularly a- 
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And here, my Lord, I beg Leave to. obſerve, That in my Opi- 


nion, your Lordſhip has by no Means been clear enough in pour | 


Definition of the Word Enthufraſm. 
According to the fair Rules of Writing, was it not Grit incum- 


bent on your Lordſhip to ſhew, that the Word Enthuſiaſt had a 


good as well as a bad Meaning : That it fignifies no more than 
a Perſon in God, and conſequently every Chriſtian, in the proper 
Senſe of the Word, is an Enthuſiaſt ? For St. Peter writes, That to 
us are given exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by theſe We 
might be Partakers of the divine. Nature. 
And our Church ſays, If we receive the Sacrament worthily, 


we. are one with Chrift, and Chriſt with us; we dwell in Chrif, | 


and Chriſt in us. For which ſhe has ſufficient Warrant from 
our Lord's Prayer, John xvii. 20. Neither pray I far 'theſe alone, 
but for them alſo which ſhall believe on Me through their Mord. 
Ver. 21. That they all may be one, As Thou Father art in me, and 
J in Thee, that they alſo may be one in us. Ver. 23. Tin them and 
they in Me, that they may be made perfect in one. Ver. 26. That the 
Love wherewith Thou haſt hoes me, may be in them, and I in 
them. 

But, indeed your Lordſhip! s Definition of Enthuſiaſm, when 
examined, does not convey any ill Idea at all © Enthuſiaſm is 
a ſtrong Perſwaſion on the Mind that they are guided in an 
© exiraordinary Manner, by immediate Inpulſes and Impreſſions of 
the Spirit of God. Had your Lordſhip ſaid, a ſtrong but 


groundleſs Perſwaſion, that they are guided in an extraordinary ; 


Manner, it would have been to your Lordſhip's Purpoſe. But to 


- affirm, without any Reſtriction, that a ſtrong Perſwaſion that we 


are guided in an extraordinary Manner by immediate Impulſes, is 
Enthufiaſm in the worſt Senſe of the Word, when your Lordſhip 
yourſelf ſays, © There is, no doubt, but Gad, when he pleaſes can 
work upon the Minds of Men by W Influences, to 
me {eems a little inconſiſtent. 

_ Your Lordſhip preceeds thus 


© And this is owing chiefly 


to the Want of diſtinguiſhing aright between the ordinary, and 


extraordinary Operations of the Holy Spirit. The extraordinary 
0 Operations were thoſe, by which the Apoſtles and 2 
Who were entruſted with the firſt Propagation of the Goſpel, 
were enabled to work Miracles, and ſpeak with Tongues, in 
+ Teftimony, that their Miſſion and Doctrine were from God. 

I ſuppoſe, by extraordinary Operations, your Lordſhip means 
the ſame as being guided in an extraordinary Manner jult above. 


And if fo, according to your Lordſhip's own Definition, I f 
am no Euthuſſaſt. For I never did pretend to theſe extraordinary | 


Operations of working Miracles, or ſpeaking with Tongues, in 
Teſtimony, that my Miſſion and Doctrine were from God; b only 


lay Claim to the ordinary Gifts and Influences of the Spirit which, | 
Jour Lordſhip, ſays, „Still continue“: And what Need was theres 


then; 
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„ 
then, my Lord, that the People of your Lordſhip's Dioceſe ſnould 
be cautioned againſt Enthufraſm upon my Account?: 

But your Lordſhip farther adds, the ordinary Gifts, However, 
* real and certain in themſelves, are no otherwiſe diſcernible, than 
by their Fruits and Effects... Had your Lordſhip ſaid, No 
otherwiſe diſcernible. to others, than by their Fruits and Effects, it 
would have been right. But if your Lordſhip means they are 


no otherwiſe diſcernible to ourſelves, in my Opinion it is wrong; 


for it is poſſible, my Lord, for a Perſon to feel and diſcern theſe 
ordinary Gifts and Influences of the Spirit in Simſelf, when there 
is no Opportunity of diſcovering them to others. For inſtance, 
on Suppoſition that your Lordſhip was aſſiſted by the bleſſed Spirit, 
in writing your Paſtoral Letter might not your Lordſhip 
be ſenſible of an.inward Joy and Complacency, wrought by that 
ſelf· ſame Spirit, which was not then diſcernible to others? So like- 
wiſe it is poſſible for another to feel Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, with 
the reſt of his Fruits, which at that Time may-not be diſcernible 
to others; and which they, who have never experienced the like, 
may not believe, though a Man declare it unto them. I hope, 
my Lord, theſe Reaſonings carry with them their own Evidence. 
But to proceed: Your Lordſhip has taken Pains to collect ſeve- 
ral Paſſages out of the publick Liturgy, to prove the Doctrine of 
Regeneration or our New Birth, to be the Doctrine of the Church 
of England. Your Reaſon for ſo doing, appears, to arm 
your People againſt any Suggeſtions, as if our Church were re- 
gardleſs of the Doctrine of Regeneration and New Birth, as if 
© there were Need for any Member of it, to ſeek elſewhere for a 


f more Spiritual Service, If this, my Lord, was intended to arm 


your People againft any ſuch Suggeſtions made by me; indeed, 
your Lordſhip does not do me Juſtice. , As your Lordſhip, I find, 
has done me the Honour to peruſe my third Journal, your Lordſhip 
may remember this Obſervation, that,after'T had baptized an Adult, 
Iproved the Neceſſity of the New Birth, from the Office of our Church. 

In my Sermon, upon the Indrwelling of the Spirit of God, which 
I have made bold to ſend your Lordſhip with this Letter, you will 
find, I have quoted the Expreſſions of our own Church Offices, 
to prove the Doctrine of the New Birth, as your Lordſhip does 


in your Paſtoral Letter. —— My conſtant Way of preaching is, 


firſt, to prove my Propoſitions by Scripture, and then to illuttrate 
them by the Articles and Collects of the Church of EZng/and.— 
Thoſe that have heard me, can witneſs, how often I have ex- 


horted them to be conſtant at the Publick Service of the Church. 


I attend on it myſelf, and would read the Publick Liturgy every 
Day, if your Lordſhip's Clergy would give me Leave. What 
further Satisfaction can your Lordſhip require, that I do not ſuggeſt 
to your Lordſhip's People, as if our Church were regardleſs of 
* the Doctrine of Regeneration and New Birth, and as if there 
. | were 
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ou n, I readily confeſs. But that the Spirit of God does aſſiſt true 


the Houſe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jerafalem, the 


Grace or Holy Spirit in their Hearts.—— This is all, my Lord, 


Effect of the ſole Motion,” or immediate Impulſe of the Spirit, 


there be any ſuch Thing as a particular Providence, why may we 


4 |” at Go 
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« were Need for any Member of it, to ſeek elſewhere for a more on: 
© $;iritual Service“? FP. Pe spi 
In the following Paragraph, your Lordſhip has the ſame In- IR: 
ſinuation, as though I wanted to introduce Extempore Prayer, and RW Neit 
to lay aſide the publick Liturgy of our Church. For after *your 7% 
Lordſhip had been ſpeaking againſt praying by the Spirit, and af. 
firming that the Scripture no where tells us, that Prayer is the Angle 
Wark of the Spirit, your Lordſhip ſays to your People, You © 
have great Reaſon to be thankful to God, for a publick Service 
prepared to your Hands.” My Lord, I never ſaid tothe Con- 
trary. But does not your Lordſhip ſeem to inſinuate at the ſame 
Time, that we are not to depend on the Spirit of God, to enable us 
pray extempore, either in Publick or Private? That Prayer is not 
the fingle Work of the Spirit, without any Co-operation of our 


* - 


Chriſtians to pray extempore, now, as well as formerly, is unde- 3 
niable, if the Sciptures be true. For what ſays the Apoftle ? We 
know not what to pray for, as wwe ought, but the Spirit itſelf helpeth 
our Infirmities, and maketh Interceſſion for us with Groanngs that can- 
not be uttered. And this is founded upon a general Promiſe, 
made to all God's People. Zacharias xii. 10. Zwvill pour upon 


Spirit of Grace, and of Supplitation,--»-- And I believe, my Lord, we 
may appeal to the Experience of all true Chriſtians, whether or no 
they did not find the Sprit of Supplication, or a Power of praying 
without a Form, encreaſe in Proportion to the Encreaſe of Gals ; 


that I pretend to: And where is the Impropriety of this, when your 
Lordſhip confeſſes that the Spirit of God does particularly aſſiſts 
us, in a due Performance of Religious Offices ? | 
\ Farther, as your Lordſhip ſeems to deny the immediate Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, in our particular Addreſſes at the 
Throne of Grace, ſo your Lordſhip ſeems to deny it alfo in our 
particular Actions. In like Manner, , your Lordſhip ſays, we 
« are firmly perſuaded in general, that we live under the gracious 
Influence of God's Holy Spirit, and that he both excites and enables 
s us to do Good. But that this or that Thought or Action is an 


« without any Co-operation of our own Mind* 5; — [My Lord,. 
who ever affirmed,that there was a Co- operation of our own Minds, . 
together with the Impulſe of the Spirit of God ?J Your Lordſhip f 
adds, Or that the Holy Spirit, and our natural Conceptions, do 

reſpectively contribute to this or that Thought or Action, in 
« ſuch a Meaſure, or to ſuch a Degree; theſe are Things we dare 
not ſay.” —— Indeed, my Lord, I dare fay Them.—— For if 


b 


not expect particular Direction from God's: Holy Spirit in parti- 
cular Caſes? Does not our Church, my Lord, teach us to pray, 


thay 


* 
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4 nat God's Holy Spirit may in al! Things direct and rule our 


Hearts? But your Lordſhip ſays, we dare not ſay this, becauſe our 


- Faviour had told us, that we know no more of the auorking of 


Ihe Spirit, than we know of the Wind, from whence it cometh, and. 
Fvbitber it goeth. _ | 3 
Neither need we know any more of them: But you muſt al- 
How, that we know as much. Cannot your Lordſhip feel the 
Wind then? Does not your Lordſhip know when it makes any 
Impreſſion upon your Body? So ealy it is for a Spiritual Man 
to Ae when the Holy Spirit makes an Impreſſion upon his 
Poul. Without 1 this, all the Expreſſions of being 
Jed by the Spirit, walking by the Spirit, and ſuch like, muſt be 
only ſo many Words without any real Meaning. Your Lord-- 
hip acknowledges, that the Holy Spirit does act in general, and 
Fvhy not in the particular Actions of our Lives alſo? For, can 
Ihe Ore be without the Otber? Does it not frequently happen, 
my Lord, that the Comfort and Happineſs of our whole Lives, de- 


| 3 dend on one particular Action? And where then, my Lord, is 


he Abſurdity of ſaying, that the Holy Spirit may even in the 
mninuteſt Circumſtance direct and rule our Hearts ? I have been 
he more particular, my Lord, on this Part of your Lordſhip's. 
Letter, becauſe if this be proved, many of your Lordſhip's Ob- 
ections againſt my Journals, will fall to the Ground, _ | 
* Your Lordſhip has the following Paragraph. « God forbid, 
that in this prophane and degenerate Age, every Thing that 
has an Appearance of Piety and Devotion, ſhould not be con- 
ſidered in the moſt fayourable Light that it is capable of. But 
at the ſame Time, it is ſurely very proper, that Men ſhould, 
be called upon for ſome reaſonable Evidences of a Divine. 
Commiſſion.  - 1 : 
1 take it for granted, that I am one of thoſe Men, whom 
vour Lordſhip thinks ſhould be called upon for ſome reaſonable. 
Evidence of a Divine Com miſſion. | | 
But, my Lord, what reaſonable Evidence does your Lord- 
ſhip require? Did I not receive Letters dimiſſory from your 
Lordſhip's own Hands to be ordained Prieſt? Did I not, when. 
\Fordained Deacon, affirm that I was inwardly moved by the Ho- 
35 G, to take upon me that Office and Miniſtration? Did 
not my Lord of Glaucefler, when he ordained me Prieſt, ſay un- 
Ito me, Receive thou the Holy Gbeſt now committed unto thee, 
by the Impofition of our Hands, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ? And is not this, 
my Lord, a reaſonable Evidence that I act by a Divine Com- 
wiiſſion? If this be not true, muſt not all thoſe whom your 
Lordſhip, or the other Biſhops ordain, act only by a Human 
Commiſſion? Nay, (to uſe the Words of Biſhop Burnet in his. 
Paftoral Letter) * Muſt not they who are ordained, * Lie noe 
|; R ts h | 1 : 0 y 
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© only unto Man but unto God, by faying, They are irwardy 
* moved by the Holy Spirit? 9 

If your Lordſhip in any wiſe diſputes my «Ring by a Di. 
vine Commiſſion, you diſclaim your own Divine Right and Au- 1 
thority ; nor can you poſſibly avoid the Dilemma, of either al- 
lowing my Divine Commiſſion, or deny ing your own. Aſter your 
Lordſhip has inſinuated a Demand for the de of my Di- 
wine Commiſſion, immediately follows theſe Words, When they A 
„tell us of extraordinary Communications they have with Gad. 


« 


1 
9 


| | 


If by extraordinary Communications, your Lordſhip means the | 
extraordinary Operations of the Holy Spirit, 'as working Mi- 
racles, and ſpeaking with Tongues ; your Lordſhip may aſſure 
yourſelf, I never pretended to any ſuch Thing If, by ex- 
traordinary Communications, your Lordſhip means more Afiiſlances | 
and Comforts from God, at ſome Times than I have at others, | X 


„eee Aw 


(which is all I mean by extraordinary Communications) T own the | 


Charge? And what is there, my Lord, extraordinary in that? x 
Again, your Lordſhip ſays, © When they talk in the Lan- 
© guage of thoſe, who have a ſpecial and immediate MM; ion Fon, | 
from God. q 
And does your Lordſhip, and the reſt of the Biſhops, or- 
dain any, without obliging them firſt to give good Proofs, chat 1 
they have a Special Call or Immediate Miſion from God to the 1 
Work of the Miniſtry ? If ever you ſo do, my Lord, do 4 
not your Lordſhips lay Hands too ſuddenly upon Men ? I 
Your Lordſhip writes thus. * When they profeſs to think. | 3 
and act under the immediate Guidance of a Divine Infpira- 
© tion. : 1 
And does not your Lordſhip think and act by the ſame Rule? 
Why, otherwiſe does your Lordſhip pray when you adminiſter FF 
the Holy Communion, that God would cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit? 4 
- Your Lordſhip ſays, When they ſpeak of their Preaching | 
and Expounding, and the Effects of them, as the ſole Work \ 
of a Divine Power. 8 
And would your Lordſhip have me aſcribe any thing in the 
leaſt to myſelf? The Good that is done upon Earth doth not 
God do it Himfe/f? Does not the Apoſtle fay, Not that we are g 
Jnfficient of ourſelves to think any Thing as of ourſelves, but our Suf- 
ficiency is of God? And where then, my Lord, is the Abſur- | 
dity of aſcribing the Effects of Expounding and Preaching to 
the Sole Work of a Divine Power ? | 
Again, your Lordſhip ſays, When they boaſt of ſadden and | 
« ſurprizing Effects as wrought by the Holy Gheft, in Conſe | 
« quence ot their Preaching. ; 
| Where my Lord, is the Enthuſiaſm of ſuch a Pretenſion >| 


4 nh 
XX Has your Lordſhip been a Preacher in the Church of England. 
for ſo many Years, and have you never ſeen any ſudden or ſur- 
prizing Effects, conſequent upon your Lordſhip's Preaching ? 
Was this my Caſe, ſhould I not have Reaſon to doubt, my 
Lord, whether I had any more than a bare Human Commiſſion ? Or 
might I not take up the Prophet's Lamentation, Oh my Leanneſs, my 
Leanneſs! My Lord, the Goſpel, like its Author, is the /ame Yeſter- 
day, To-day, and for ever; and, if preached as it ought to be, will 
prick Numbers to the Heart, and extort the Cry of the trem- 
bling Jailer, hat muſt J do to be ſaved! as ſurely now, as it did 
Seventeen Hundred Years ago. | SN ; 
Theſe then are the ſudden and ſurprizing Effects, my Lord, 
I always defire to have, and I heartily pray God; your Lord- 
ſhip and all your Clergy may always fee ſuch Effects in Conſe- 
quence of their Preaching. „ | 
Again your Lordſhip writes, When they claim the Spirit 
of Prophecy. | | | | 
What I have faid about my Succeſs, God has been pleaſed to 
fulfil already What I have ſaid about Sufferings, they who 
without Cauſe are my Enemies are fulfilling daily And as 
for the Promiſes mentioned in my Journal, I freely own there 
are ſome particular Promiſes, which God has ſo ſtrongly impreſſed, 
and does ftill impreſs on my Heart, that I verily believe, they 
will be fulfilled. | | | 
Again your Lordſhip ſays, « When they ſpeak” of themſelves 
c in the Language, and under the Character of Apeſtles of Chriſt, 
and even of Chr: himſelf. | | 
If I am not to ſpeak in an Apoſtolical Language, why did my 
Lord of Gloucefter give me an Apo/iolical Commiſſion ? © Whoſe 
© Sins thou doſt forgive, they are forgiven ; and. whoſe Sins 
thou doſt retain, they are retained. And I hope, my Lord, 
uſing the Words which Fec/us Chrift uſed, is not taking upon 
me the Character of Chr}. | 
Again your Lordſhip ſays, « When they profeſs to plant and 
© propagate a New Goſpel, as. unknown to the Generality of Mi- 
© niſters and People in a Chriſtian Country. h 
is true, my Lord, in one Senſe, mine is a New Go/pel, and 
will be always Unknown to the Generality of Miniſters and Peo- 
ple, even in a Chriſtian Country, if your Lordſhip's Clergy fol- 
low your Lordſhip's Directions. For what ſays your Lordſhip, 
I hope, that when your Miniſters preach to you of Fuflifica- 
© tion by Faith alone, which is aſſerted in the ſtrongeſt Manner 
by our Church, they explain it in ſuch a Manner, as to leave 
no Doubt upon your Minds, whether good Works are a zece//a- 
© 7y Condition of your being juſtified in the Sight of God. ; 
But pray, my Lord, where has the Scripture made good Works 
a Neceſſary Condition of our being j«:;f*d in the Sight of God? 
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St. Paul ſays, By Grace ye are ſaved, thro' Faith, not of Warki, 
and that leaſt any Man ſoould boaſt. For Eternal Life it the 
Gift of God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord —— Your Lordſhip ex- 
horts your Clergy to preach Fuſtification by Faith alone; and 
quotes the 11th Article of our Church, which tells us, we 
are juſtified by Faith onLy, and not for our Own Works 
or Deſervings *. At the ſame Time, your Lordſhip 
bids them explain it in ſuch a Manner, as to leave no 
Doubt upon their Minds, whether Good Works are a neceſſary 
Condition of their being juſtified in the Sight of God.“ Your 
Lordſhip, in my Opinion, could not well be guilty of a greater 
Inconſiſtency. This, my Lord, is truly a New Goppel. Jam 
ſure it is not what the Apoſtles preached; and it is as contrary to 
the Doctrine of the Church of England, and the whole Tenour of 
the Goſpel, as Light is contrary to Darkneſs, Had your Lord- 
ſhip inſiſted on your Clergy's preaching up good Works as a ne- 
ceſſary Fruit and Conſequence, inſtead of a neceſſary Condition of our 
being juſtifed, your Lordſhip would have uſed your Authority 
aright. — For we are commanded to ſhew forth or declare to 
others, that we have a True Faith by our Works. And the 12th 
Article of our Church ſays, that © Good Works follow after Fuſti- 
* fication;” and how then, my Lord, are they @ neceſſary Condition 
of our Fuftification? No, my Lord, Salvation (if the Goſpel be 
true) is the Free Gift of God through FJeſus Chriſt. Faith is the 
Means whereby that Salvation is applied to our Hearts, and Good 
Works are the neceſſary Fruits and Proof of that Faith. 
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Di, my Lord, is the Doctrine of Fe/us Chrift. ——— This is the 
Doctrine of the Church of England. And it is, becauſe the 
Generality of the Clergy of the Church of England do not preach 
This Doctrine, that I am reſolved, God being my Helper, to con- 

tinue inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to declare 1T unto All 
Men, let the Conſequences, as to my own private Perſon, be what 
they will. 

As for your Lordſhip's blaming me for raſhly cenſuring the 
Clergy, for their Practice, none are concerned, but my Indolent, 
Earthly-minded, Pleaſure-taking Brethren, And ſurely, your Lord- 
ſhip will not ſtand up in their Defence. No, I hope your 
Lordſhip will not fail to rebuke 1H EM Sharply. And as for 
yeur Lordſhip's Saſpicions, (For your Lordſhip's Sake I would not 


mention them) I hope my Life and Doctrine will always prove 
them to be groundleſs. 8 | 


Would Time permit, I could now proceed to ſatisfy your Lord- 
ſhip more particularly about the Caſe of Mr. Benjamin Seward: 
1 . But 


* Ses che 11:5, 1 240, and 15th Articles at the End. 
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t. as that is done in à Letter ſent to my Lord of Gheefter, and 


_ vliſhed in my laſt Journal; and as I am now to embark in a 
we Hours, 1 hope, y our — will excuſe 2 I only _ 

rhe Wy hearty Prayers for your Lordſhip's temporal , N 
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of our Lord and Saviour Fe/us.Chrit by Faith, and 15 
for own Works, or Deſervings. Wherefore, that we are juſti 


fied by Faith oxLy, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very ful | 
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| Lbeit that gogd Works, .which gar the Frits of Faith, and 
follow after Juſtification, cannot put away dur Sins, and en 
ure the Severity of God's Judgment ; yet are they. JG and 
— to God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a 
true and lively Faith, inſomuch that by them aflively Faith n may 
q be as evidently known, as a Tree Ae by the Fruit. 
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of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, 1 — much. az th 


ſpring not of Faith in Je Chrift, neither do © ſoak males 
meet to receive Grace, or (as the School -Authors ſay) 


Grace of Congruity : Vea, rather for that they are not done 2nd 


| God hath willed and commanded them to de we doubt bot | 
A but * have the Nature of Sin. 
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